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BOROUGH  OP  WIDNES 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
I960 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  CGVMITTEE 


Mr*  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  Widnes 
for  I960,  which,  whilst  suffering  somewhat  in  comparison  -with  that  for  1999  is 
nevertheless  not  altogether  an  unfavourable  one. 

The  birth-rate  of  21,2  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  higher  than  that  for 
the  previous  year  and  the  average  of  the  previous  5  years.  The  adjusted  death 
rate  was  14,2  per  1,000  compared  with  a  rate  of  12,9  for  1999  but  nevertheless  the 
percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  under  the  age  of  69  years  continues  to  fall. 
The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17,1  and  the  death  rate  11, 9 • 

Although  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  29,4  was  higher  than  that  for  1999  the 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  the  same  indicating  that  the  increase  was  due  to 
deaths  occurring  after  the  first  month  of  life.  This  group  included  6  deaths 
from  pneumonia. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

There  were  80  deaths  from  coronary  disease  and  angina  compared  with  66  the 
previous  year,  and  mortality  from  circulatory  diseases  generally  made  up  yj°/o 
of  the  total.  There  was  also  an  increase  in  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system  including  lung  cancer.  These  causes  were  responsible  for  the 
increased  death  rate.  The  most  notable  decrease  over  the  previous  year  was  in 
respect  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  and  sense  organs  from  which  there  were 
49  deaths  compared  with  73  the  previous  year. 

The  case  rate  for  tuberculosis  continues  to  be  encouraging.  The  reduction 
which  has  been  taking  place  over  a  number  of  years  was  most  marked  in  1999  and 
despite  an  extensive  mass  radiography  campaign  in  i960  the  number  of  new  cases 
was  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year.  There  were  2  deaths  from  the  disease. 
Notifications  of  measles  were  higher  than  for  1999  but  otherwise  the  incidence  of 
infectious  diseases  generally  showed  a  sharp  decrease. 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  function  with  a  below  establishment 
strength  of  public  health  inspectors  although  the  situation  was  eased  somewhat  by 
an  appointment  made  during  the  year.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Minister’s 
decision  with  regard  to  the  proposed  No,  1  Smokeless  Zone  was  delayed  into  1961 
it  was  possible  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  to  concentrate  one  inspector  on 
work  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  This  was  a  section  of  the  work  of  the 
department  which  had  been,  of  necessity,  somewhat  neglected  the  previous  year. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty  three  inspections  of  premises  and  206  inspections  of  street 
trading  and  food  delivery  vehicles  were  made,  331  informal  and  92  formal  notices 
were  served,  and  4  prosecutions  taken  and  proved. 

During  the  year  273  houses  in  10  clearance  areas  and  19  individual  unfit 
houses  were  represented  for  demolition  and  19  for  closure.  Thirty-four  houses 
were  demolished  and  8  closed.  In  addition  972  houses  were  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  Act;  482  informal  and  330  formal  notices 
served  and  1,311  nuisances  abated. 


The  existing  equipment  for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  was 
maintained  and  observation  of  factory  chimneys  and  necessary  investigation  was 
carried  out. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement  during  the  year,  and 
also  to  the  officials  of  the  Corporation,  in  particular  to  Mr,  D,  M.  Griffiths, 
for  his  assistance  at  all  times. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Health  Centre, 
King  sway, 
Widnes, 


Tel, No,  Widnes  3055 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  Borough  in  acres  •  •  •  •  •  •  . , .  . . .  . .  .  .  .  6,178 

Population  at  Census,  1 951  •••  •••  •••  . .  •••  •••  •••  48 ,785 

Population  estimated,  i960  •••  ...  ...  . . ,  ...  51  ,81  0 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.  No.  of  persons  per  acre)  . .  ...  8.4 

No*  of  Inhabited  Houses  (l95l  Census)  ...  . .  ...  ...  12,459 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  i960  according  to  rate  book)  ...  14,667 

Rateable  Value  of  Borough  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  £548,941 

Suj®  represented  by  1  d  rate  . . .  ...  ...  .  £2,2l4 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Live  Births 

Number  -  Males  61 0  Females  546  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1  , 000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  ... 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  ... 

Stillbirths 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  . . . 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  .  ...  ...  . . 

Infant  mortality  rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1  ,000  total  live  births  ...  ...  ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1  ,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1  ,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ••• 

Early  neo-natal 'mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 
live  births)  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  . . .  ... 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  ...  ...  ... 

Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  • .  ♦ 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths 

Number  -  Males  299  Females  230  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Rate  per  1,000  population  -  Crude  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

Adjusted  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  ...  •••  . • .  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

Death  rate  from  influenza  per  1  ,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ... 

Death  rate  from  cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ... 

Death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  per  1  ,000  of  the  population 

Death  rate  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  •••  ... 

Death  rate  from  whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  «  •  •  . . « 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  hospitals  etc.  ...  ... 


1  ,156 
21.2 
'  3.8 

35 

29.4 
1  ,1  91 
34 

29.4 
30.6 

Nil 

1 6.4 

1 4.7 

43.7 

Nil 

Nil 

529 

10.2 

14.3 

627 

Nil 

2.01 

.0A 

Nil 

Nil 

47 


3 


•  •  • 


POHJLATiai 


The  population  returns  since  i  36i  are  given  "belows- 


Year 

Population 

Inhabited 

Houses 

Average 
per  house 

1  861 

6,893 

1  ,150 

5.99 

1871 

14,359 

2,51 9 

5.66 

I881 

24,918 

4,994 

5.00 

1 891 

30,0ii 

5,1 2i 

5.86 

1901 

28,580 

5,350 

5.34 

1911 

31 ,544 

6,102 

5.16 

1 921 

38,879 

7,437 

5.22 

1 931 

40,6i9 

8,534 

4.63 

1 951 

48,785 

12,459 

3.91 

Est#  i960 

.  5l,8l0 

14,667 

3.53 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for  the  year  i960  was 
5l,8i0*  This  is  an  increase  of  61O  over  the  estimated  population  for  1959. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  - 


Legitimate  •  •  •  •  •  • 
Illegitimate  . . 


Totals 
1  ,112 
44 


Birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Males 

588 

22 


Females 


524 

22 


Birth-rate 


•  •  •  21  «2 


17.1 


ILLEGITEvLATE  BIRTHS  -  ' 

The  percentage  of  "births  which  v/ere  illegitimate  during  each  of  the  past 
fifteen  years  is  as  follows 


1946  ••••••  7.0  per  cent 

1 947  .  4*7  per  cent 

1 948  ••••••  4*5  Per  cent 

1949  ••••••  4*3  per  cent 

1  950  . . .  4*5  per  cent 

1951  ••••••  5.1  per  cent 

1 952  •«••••  4*1  per  cent 

i960  •... 


1953  4.2  per  cent 

1954  . .  3*2  per  cent 

1955  ••••••  3*3  per  cent 

1956  4*0  per  cent 

1 957  ••••••  4*2  per  cent 

1958  ••••••  4.1  per  cent 

1959  •*••••  4.7  per  cent 


3*8  per  cent 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING-  YEAR  i960 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 
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Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Tuberculosis  (Other  forms) 

- 

- 

-  i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

-  \ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Diphtheria 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

mm  * 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

j 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

‘  | 

j 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasms  - 

3  ! 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

f 

7! 

Stomach 

17 

- 

— 

— 

— 

6 

4j 

7 

Lung,  bronchus 

35 

- 

- 

- 

3 

22 

8 

2 

Breast  1 

5 

** 

— 

— 

— 

*• 

3 

2 

Uterus 

i 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

3 

1 

- 

' 

3 

neoplasms 

39 

- 

2 

13 

1 3 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

1 

- 

— 

3 

mm 

*** 

Diabetes 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

49 

- 

1 

2 

16 

13 

1 6  * 

1 

* 

| 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

80 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

20 

28 

31 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

9  ! 

F 

Other  heart  diseases 

78 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

14 

52  j 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

26 

1 

- 

2 

7 

1 6  j 

Influenza 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"i 

1 7  1 

Pneumonia 

31 

6 

[ 

mm 

- 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

40 

1 

1  1 

mm 

- 

17 

11 

10  ; 

i 

Other  diseases  of  resp*  system 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1  i 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 

6 

3 

i 

- 

- 

I  *“ 

- 

- 

3 

i 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

i  ~ 

1 

mm 

!  - 

- 

— 

j 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

« 

i  *** 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3  ' 

i 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

i  *** 

1 

mm 

: 

— 

— 

•• 

mm 

-  i 

Congenital  malformations 

7 

1 6 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

\ 

1 

Other  diseases 

42 

Il4 

- 

— 

— 

1 

7 

3 

17  ! 

i 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

i  ~ 

i 

- 

1 

3 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

!  1 9 

» 

j  2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

4 

2 

7 

Suicide 

5 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Homicide  and  War 

- 

.  — 

- 

— 

— 

*“ 

, 

J 

Totals: 

529 

_ 

*34 

1 

J. - 

3 

1 

4 

4 

I17 

|  132 

129 

206  i 
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DEATHS  PRCM  CANCER  IN  AGE  OIOJPS  OVER  THE  PAST  TWELVE  YEARS  AND  RATES  PER 
1  ,000  CF  POPULATION  - 


Year 

Age  Groups 

1~l4 

1  5*“44 

45-64 

1 949 

7 

30 

1950 

2 

6 

30 

1951 

2 

13 

36 

1952 

1 

11 

43 

1953 

1 

9 

44 

1954 

- 

8 

30 

1955 

- 

7 

40 

j  1  956 

- 

8 

46 

1957 

1 

4 

45 

1958 

_ 

6 

48 

1959 

2 

6 

32 

i960 

2 

L 

5 

46 

Per  1 ,000  total 
population 


65  & 

over 

”  All" 
ages 

Widnes 

England  & 
YTales 

40 

77 

1 .60 

1.93 

52 

90 

2.00 

1 .94 

37 

88 

• 

00 

0 

1 .96 

48 

103 

2.11 

1.99 

59 

1 1 3 

2.31 

1.99 

48 

86 

1.74 

2.04 

59 

106 

2.12 

2.06 

50 

104 

2.08 

2.08 

55 

105 

2.08 

2.09 

57 

111 

2.19 

2.12 

k2 

82 

1  .60 

2.14 

51 

104 

2.01 

2.16 

DETAILS  OP  CANCER  DEATHS  OVER  THE  PAST  EIGHT  YEARS  - 


i 

1  i 

I 

Age  Groups 

— - — - -1 

Rate 

per 

Total 

All  ages 

I  Year 

1 

Site 

-  — 

1~14 

-  -J  ■'  ■  ■ 

15-44 

- - 

1 

45-64 : 65-74 

_ 

75  + 

1,000 

pop’n 

M 

P 

1953 

Stanaeh 

_ 

3 

10 

5 

0.39 

10 

9 

Lung  bronchus 

4 

15 

10 

1 

O.61 

28 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

26 

22 

11  ! 

1  .31 

34 

30 

1 954 

Stonach 

Lung  bronchus 
Other  sites 

Stomach 

- 

5 

7 

3 

1 

0.30 

8 

7 

1 

11 

9 

0.44 

.  2i 

1 

- 

7 

14 

15 

1 3 

1.00 

25 

24 

1955 

1 

6 

8 

3 

0.36 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

15 

16 

2 

0.66 

31 

2 

Other  sites 

- 

6 

19 

15 

15 

1  .10 

24 

31 

1 956 

Stomach 

_ 

7 

9 

4 

0.40 

9 

11 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

2 

13 

12 

4 

0.62 

27 

4 

Other  sites 

- 

6 

26 

17 

4 

1 .06 

23 

30 

1957 

Stomach 

7 

8 

3 

0.36 

12 

6 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

14 

12 

4 

0.59 

26 

4 

Other  sites 

1 

4 

17 

24 

11 

1.13 

31 

26 

1958 

Stomach 

— 

— 

10 

8 

4 

0.43 

12 

10 

Lung  bronchus 

- 

- 

12 

8 

3 

0.45 

20 

3 

Other  sites 

- 

6 

26 

18 

16 

1 .30 

26 

40 

1959 

Stomach 

_ 

1 

8 

3 

3 

0.29 

12 

3 

lung  bronchus 

- 

wm 

7 

7 

1 

0.29 

13 

2 

i 

i 

Other  sites 

2 

5 

17 

9 

19 

1.02 

1  8 

34 

j  i960 

Stomach 

| 

— 

6 

22 

CO  CO 

3 

0.33 

7 

10 

) 

\ 

Lung  bronchus 

j  - 

3 

2 

0.68 

33 

2 

1 

Other  Sites 

I 

2 

t 

« 

2 

18 

21 

9 

0.58 

29 

23 
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DISEASES  OP  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM 


The  following  table  shows  death  rates  per  1  ,000  of  the  population  from 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  which  occurred  in  the  Borough,  together 
with  corresponding  data  for  England  and  Wales* 


Disease 

Yfidnes 

.  .  _  ...  - i 

i 

England  &  ’Wales 

Influenza 

Nil 

.02 

Pneumonia 

,60 

.55 

Bronchitis 

.77 

.58 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

.08 

.11 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

.68 

•48 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

.04 

•07 

DETAILS  OP  DEATHS  DUE  TO  ACCIDENTS  - 

There  was  an  increase  in  mortality  resulting  from  accidents  during  the 
year  under  review*  Deaths'  due  to  falls  and'  to  accidents  occurring  at  work  were 
mainly  responsible  for  the  increase*  The  following  tables  show:- 

(a)  CAUSE  OF  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  IN  ACE  GROUPS  -  i960 


r  — —  •  — ^ — * 

CAUSE 

r 

Under 

1  year  j 

1  -4 
years 

-4- 

7  § 

o 

LA 

m 

.  S 

0 

IA  >5 

V 

4  ] 

,  a 

0 

|>i 

-t 

i 

pt  m 

i  a 

0 

LA 

VO  , 

I 

g  8  1 
8  § 

LA  2 

A-  c3 

— 1 

1 

J 

r* 1  W 
rH  0 

Road  traffic  accidents 

- 

- 

4 

- 

1 

6 

Falls 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

7 

8 

Occurring  at  work 

- 

.. 

1 

2 

3 

Asphyxia 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Burns 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

[ 

- 

1 

Other  accidental  deaths 

1 

1 

1 

|  2 

i 

!  1 

| 

\ 

- 

1 

5 

TOTALS  ' 

1  _ 

2 

1 

'l 

5 

1  6 

i 

_ 

4 

3 

8 

25 

(b)  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OP  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS  OVER  THE  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

All  Causes 

Road  Traffic 

At  Work 

Palls 

1 951 

13 

2 

1 

5 

1952 

8 

4 

2 

1953 

13 

T 

;> 

- 

6 

1954 

19 

5 

2 

8 

1955 

25 

4 

3 

10 

1 956 

19 

6 

1 

6 

1957 

14 

4 

2 

4 

1958 

22 

4 

2 

7 

1959 

18 

7 

- 

4 

1  960 

25 

6 

9 

8 

7 


CM  tA 

•  • 

V 

CM  v- 


I  I 


LA 

crs 


o 


8. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  provisional  figures  based  on  the  Registrar  General's 
Quarterly  Returns  of  birth  and  death  rates,  together  with  case  rates  for 
certain  infectious  diseases  for  England  and  Wales  are  shown  together  with 
corresponding  data  in  respect  of  the  Borough  of  Y/idnes. 


England  &  Wales 

.... 

Borough  of  Widnes 

i 

Rates  per  1  ,000 
population 

Rates  per  1 ,000 
population 

Births : 

Live  births 

17.1 

! 

21 .2  (c) 

(  0.34 

(  0.68 

Stillbirths 

(  19.7 

(a) 

|  (  29.4  (a) 

Deaths: 

All  causes 

1 1 .5 

14.3  (0) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

0.075 

0.04 

Respiratory 

0.068 

0.04 

N on-re  spiratory 

0.007 

Nil 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

2.1  6 

2.01 

Lung  and  bronchus 

0.48 

0.68 

Other  cancer 

1.68 

(a) 

1  .33 

Maternal  mortality  (total) 

0.39 

Nil 

Maternal  causes 

(excluding  abortion) 

0.31 

H  ; 

Nil 

Due  to  abortion 

0.08 

(a)  ! 

|  Nil 

Infant  mortality 

21.7 

(b 

29.4  (b) 

Neo-natal  mortality 

1 5*6 

0>) 

16.4  (b) 

Notifications  (Corrected) : 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.002 

Nil 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.005 

0.02 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.014 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.703 

0.58 

YJhooping  Cough 

1  .268 

0.35 

Diphtheria  t 

0.001 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

0.065 

0.12 

Smallpox 

0.000 

Nil 

Measles 

3.482 

12.41 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0.318 

0.25 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.009 

Nil 

Acute  Encephalitis 

0.006 

Nil 

Dysentery 

0.946 

0.13 

Food  Poisoning 

0.169 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0.1 92 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  - 

Respiratory 

0.462 

0.37 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 

0.004 

Nil 

Other 

-  .  .  -  --  -  -  - -  _  .  - 

0.058 

0.08 

(a)  Per  1  ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

(b)  Per  1  ,000  related  births 

(c)  Adjusted  rate 


The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  years  1  930,  1  94-0  and  1  950  and  are  shown 
together  with  comparable  data  relating  to  the  year  under  review.  Rates  are 
per  1  ,000  of  population  or  as  shown. 


- - , — - - 

— — 

• 

"i 

i960 

1950 

1940 

1930 

Estimated  population 

51  ,&|0 

48,800 

42,270 

40,890 

Crude  birth  rate 

22.3 

21.5 

23.8!,. 

20.6 

Illegitimate  births  (percentage  of 

total  live  births) 

3.8 

4.5 

4.7 

3.7 

Crude  death-rate 

10.2 

11 .3 

14.6 

11  .2 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths 

627 

501 

389 

384 

Infant  mortality  per  1  ,000  births 

29 

51 

88 

55 

Maternal  mortality  per  1  ,000  births 

Nil 

.95 

2.97 

3.55 

Deaths  frcm  -  measles 

Nil 

Nil 

.02 

.02 

diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

.14 

Nil 

whooping  cough 

Nil 

.02 

Nil 

.07 

scarlet  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

respiratory  tuberculosis 

.04- 

.33 

.76 

1.05 

tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

Nil 

.04 

.19 

.10 

cancer 

2.0l 

1 .84 

1 .65 

1 .10 

diseases  of  circulatory 
system 

5.80 

3.71 

2.74 

2.35 

diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

1 .45 

1.49 

3.43 

2.08 

vascular  lesions  of  ner¬ 
vous  system 

.94 

1 .1 5 

.95 

.59 

motor  vehicle  accidents 

.11 

.20 

.09 

all  other  accidents 

.37 

•41 

•61 

•41 

Deaths  under  65  years  of  age  -  percent¬ 
age  of  total 

37 

55 

62 

64 

10. 


HfM  MORTALITY 


The  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  during  1  960  are  recorded  in  the  following 
table  and  as  in  previous  years  the  chief  group  is  one  relating  to  premature 
births.  There  were  34  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  producing  a  rate  of 
29*4  per  1  ,000  live  births  which  is  higher  than  for  the  previous  year  but  equal, 
to  the  average  of  the  previous  five  years*  On  the  other  hand  the  neo-natal 
mortality  rate  is  equal  to  that  of  1 939  and  considerably  lower  than  the  previous 
5  year  average.  Deaths  from  pneumonia  and  gastro-enteritis  would  appear  to 
be  responsible  for  the  overall  increase* 


CAUSE  C (P  DEATH 

ux 

<d  0 
rd  0 

to 

CD 

1 

CM 

I 

x- 

2-3  weeks 

S3pG/A  +1 -£ 

- 

!  H  ^  M 

erf  CD  (D 
•P  Trf  CD 

°  g  b 
H  -d- 

!  1 -3  months 

i 

w 

r! 

-g 
i  § 

S 

MD 

1 

- 

6-9  months  j 

1 9—1  2  months 

H  h  fj 

erf  O  erf 
-P  trf  <D 

0  5 

3 

Prematurity 

10 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

10 

Congenital  malformation 

3 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

A 

i 

- 

6 

Circulatory  failure 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A 

i 

- 

1 

Birth  injury 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

mm 

— 

- 

2 

Atelectasis 

2 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  -  accidental 

- 

1 

- 

1 

mm 

2 

G-astro  enteritis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

17 

_ 

- 

O 

1 

“  1 

19  j 

6 

J. 

^  ! 

3 

- 

34 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  PER  1  ,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


2345  67  8  9  o  1  234567890 

ON 


11  • 


DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  1 949-60 


12 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Sixty-seven  faecal  specimens  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  for  bacteriological  examination  during  i960*  Of  these,  13  specimens 
involving  6  patients  were  reported  to  be  positive  for  Shigella  sonne,  3 
specimens  involving  one  patient  were  positive  for  Salmonella  typhi  murium 
and  2  specimens  in  respect  of  one  patient  were  positive  for  Paratyphoid  B* 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - 
(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year® 


DISEASES 

Total 

cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

l 

Diphtheria  •••  « • «  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  •••  •••  ••• 

I 

30 

9 

«M» 

Para— typhoid  #  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

- 

Dysentery  •••  •••  ••• 

7 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  *••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

mm 

Acute  Pneumonia  ®«®  ... 

13 

1 

Erysipelas  *••  •••  * . 

6 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Enteric  Fever  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection  ••• 

- 

- 

mm 

Measles  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

643 

3 

- 

Yi/hooping  Cough  •••  •••  ••• 

1 8 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  •  •  • 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  - 

(a)  Pulmonary  (M 

14 

10 

2 

(F 

5 

1 

— 

(Total 

1 9 

11 

2 

(b )  Nan  ( M 

3 

- 

- 

Pulmonary  (f 

1 

1 

(Total 

4 

4 

1 

mm 

.  1 

13 


(ii)  Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases  in  Age  Groups 


C  A 

S  E  S 

NOTIFIED 

i 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

• 

•I 

Total 

Cases  at 
all  ages 

u  , 

•8  % 
&  R 

. 

CM  CO 
H 

1 

P 

VP} 

3-4 

years 

5-9 

years 

10  -  14 

years 

c?  CO 

1  1 

m  > 

if  co 

1  s 

ic\  >J 
CM 

3 

r 

CO 

©  © 

LTV 

vo  oy 

dg 

©  0 

sta 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

30 

•• 

2 

4 

l6 

7 

- 

- 

- 

t 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

643 

31 

190 

191 

221 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

18 

4 

3 

6 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

L 

13 

2 

3 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

5 

1 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

mm 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  - 

1 

Paralytic  ...  ... 

mm 

mm 

. 

Non-paralytic  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Erysipelas  ...  ... 

6 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

Dysentery  ...  ... 

7 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  ...  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

i  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

M 

14 

- 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

2 

7 

2 

- 

\  F 

* 

i 

5 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

- 

- 

!i 

•  Non-Res*  Tuberculosis 

M 

3 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

F 

|{ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! 

TOTALS  ... 

741 

38 

i--. 

200 

|202 

245 

5 

10 

_ 

8 

_ 

10 

11 

8 

. 

9 

... 

0PHTHAI2CLA  NEONATORUM  - 

There  were  no  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER  - 

Thirty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  preceeding  five  years  were:  *1 955  -  51  :  1956  -  56:  1 937  -  64: 

1958  -  59:  i960  -  67. 
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ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLECMYELITIS  - 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
<3uring  the  past  twelve  years#  Only  one  of  tiiese  cases  had  been  inoculated 
against  the  disease  and  this  was  very  mild  non-paralytic*  There  were  no 
cases  notified  during  i960* 


PARALYTIC 

NON  PARALYTIC 

1 

| 

Year 

No.  of 
cases 

1 

No*  of 
deaths 

Year 

7 

No*  of 
cases 

No.,  of 
deaths 

— 

Year 

No.  of 

cases 

”°*  °fiYear 
deaths' 

| 

No.  of 
cases 

No. of . 
deaths 

1949 

6 

1 

1955 

3 

1949 

1 

-  1 1 955 

1 

1930 

•  4 

- 

'1956 

6 

1950 

- 

1 1 956 

2 

- 

1 931 

1 

- 

1957 

- 

1951 

- 

-  1 1 957 

- 

- 

1952 

.  2 

- 

1958 

3 

1952 

-  11958 

1953 

2 

- 

1959 

6 

- 

1953 

-  1 1 959 

1 

1954 

4 

1 

1 960 

/ 

1954 

i:  - 

-  | 1 960 

mm 

DIPHTHERIA  - 

There  have  been  four  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough 
during  the  past  twelve  years,  the  last  case  being  notified  in  195&.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  20  years  ago  i#e.  in  1  940,  there  were  200  cases 
and  6  deaths  from  the  disease# 


TUBERCULOSIS  - 

Details  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during 
1  9^0  will  be  found  in  the  following  table 


Age  Periods 
(Years) 

NEW  CASES 

.( 

) 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

'Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

p 

Under  1  year 

- 

- 

_ 

mm 

mm 

1-4 

1 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9 

1 

- 

- 

- 

< 

- 

mm 

- 

10-14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mrn 

- 

- 

- 

15  -  19 

- 

1 

, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cJ 

t 

0 

CM 

1 

1 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

“ 

- 

25  -  34 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

35  -  44 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

45  -  54 

1 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

55  -  64 

6 

1 

A’ 

- 

1 

mm 

- 

69  upwards 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

14 
*  1 

5 

3  4  1  ' 

r 

f 

2  2  - 
_ 

_ 

1 

1b.- 


The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  the  past 
thirty  years* 


Annual 

Average 

i 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

- - - 

Case  Rate  per 

1  ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

Death  Rate  per 
1  ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

Case  Rate  per 
1 ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

Death  Rate  per 

1  ,000  popula¬ 
tion 

1 930  -  1934 

1.26 

.90 

.82 

.19 

1 935  -  1 939 

.80 

.58 

•6l 

•1 6 

1 940  -  i 944 

.93 

.71 

.52 

.14 

1945  -  1949 

1  .13 

.58 

•4l 

.09 

1 950  -  1 954 

1 .15 

.30 

.20 

.03 

1 955  **  1 959 

.55 

.06 

.10 

.01 

i960 

i 

•46 

.04 

*06 

Nil 

There  were  1  9  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  2  deaths  from  the 
disease  during  the  year  compared  with  17  cases  and  2  deaths  in  1959.  Four 
cases  of  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  as  against  6  the  previous 
year. 


Rates  per  1  ,000  of  the  population  again  compared  very  favourably  with 
those  for  England  and  Yfales* 

For  the  visit  in  1  960  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  it  was  decided  to  make 
more  extensive  use  of  its  services  than  had  been  made  on  previous  occasions 
and  to  launch  something  in  the  nature  of  a  campaign#  Discussions  were  had 
with  representatives  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  Unit  to  operate  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough#  In  this  way  it  was 
hoped  to  include  mothers  and  young  children  in  addition  to  factory  and  office 
workers*  The  project  was  given  considerable  publicity  and  valuable  assistance 
was  rendered  by  the  County  Health  Education  Department  and  the  local  W.V.S# 
and  Boy  Scouts* 

During  the  period  8th  February  to  27th  May  the  number  of  persons  X-rayed 
was  2- 

Males  Females  Total 

6,1 04-  3/786  9,890  (all  over  15  years) 

Of  the  above  total  774  males  and  1  ,87l  females  were  X-rayed  in  public 
sessions,  and  now  that  school  children  are  excluded  from  those  eligible  for 
mass  radiography,  the  number  X-rayed  compares  very  favourably  with  previous 
sessions*  Classified  details  of  the  findings  are  as  follows :- 


Tuberculosis  requiring  close  clinic  supervision 

Male 

4 

.  Female 

3 

Tuberculosis  requiring  occasional  out-patient  supervision 

20 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

3 

- 

Non-malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

3 

Congenital  Cardiac  Abnormalities 

2 

12 

Acquired  Cardiac  Abnormalities 

1  8 

19 

Pneumoconiosis  without  P.M*F* 

3 

- 

Pneumonitis 

1 

1 

Bronchiectasi s 

5 

2 

Did  not  attend  Chest  Clinic 

2 

1 
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In  view  of  the  extended  scope  of  the  Unit  the  number  of  notifications  for 
1  960  can  be  considered  to  be  not  unsatisfactory.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  we  are  seeing  the  gradual  elimination  of  tuberculosis,  and,  in  this,  seme 
reward  for  our  efforts  in  enviromental  health.  The  continuation  and  extension 
of  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  schoolchildren  and  a  maximum  attendance  at  mass  radio¬ 
graphy  sessions  are  necessary  to  ensure  a  continued  reduction  in  incidence. 

Of  the  nineteen  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  notified,  eight  were  of  males 
over  55  years;  an  age  group  generally  recognised  as  one  of  the  chief  pockets 
of  resistance  to  efforts  to  eliminate  the  disease. 

1  * 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  which  have  been  reported 
as  having  recovered  from. the  disease  over  the  past  nine  years 


Year 


Other  Forms 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1 956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 


2 

7 

20 
1  6 
14 

1 6 
12 
9 

12 


20 

22 

22 

8 

7 

2 

6 

4 

4 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


A  record  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  is  as  follows 
FUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT ,  1  936 

Defects  or  Nuisances:  No*  discovered  •  «•  «••  •••  »••  1  *1  78 


No*  abated  • • •  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■  •••  •*»  1  ,3l 1 

No*  of  Notices  served:  Informal  •••  ...  ...  •••  •••  *•«  482 

Statutory  ...  ***  •••  •••  •  ••  •••  330 

No*  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  •••  •••  •  ••  •••  ...  ...  •••  2l 

No*  of  Premises  visited  ***  **•  ***  *••  •••  •••  ...  ...  •••  572 

No*  of  visits  made  *••  •••  •••  •••  •••  *••  •  ••  •••  •••  •  1  >992 


Premises  kept  under  observation 


Factories  •••  • • •  *  *  *  *  *  *  •  •  •  • • *  * • * 

Pood  Premises  •••  •••  ...  •  ••  *•• 

!  Bakehouses  * .  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

t 

Premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  **•  ••• 

i 

;  Shops  selling  ice-cream  •  ••  •••  ...  ••• 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Tents  and  Caravans 


•  •  •  •  ••• 


•••  •  ••  *••  ••• 


Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of  infectious 

disease  have  occurred 

No*  of  premises  disinfected  after  case  of 

infectious  disease 


Schools  -  Primary  **.  **, 

Secondary  *  * 

Further  Education 
Nursery  ***  •• 

Special  *  *  *  ,  * , 


Number  of 
Premises 


“T 


Number  of 
Inspections 


6f. 

38 

13 

8 

1 

3 

2 


1 69 

41 

! 

k-36 

653 

9 

12 

1 58 

1 69 

155 

150  ; 

3 

38 

1 6 

9 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  - 

There  are  sixteen  closets  attached  to  privy  middens  but  they  are  situated 
in  the  rural  part  of  the  Borough  where  conversion  is  difficult  owing  to  the 
absence  of  adequate  sewers*  There  are  seven  waste  water  closets  in  existence 
and  it  is  calculated  that  14,667  houses  are  provided  with  fresh  water  closets. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL  - 

This  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Highways  Department,  for  which 
purpose  covered  vehicles  are  used*  There  are  fourteen  ashpits  attached  to 
privies;  the  remaining  houses  in  the  3orough  are  provided  with  portable  bins* 

DISINFESTATION  - 

Thirty-nine  houses  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  ninety-eight  private 
dwellings,  seventeen  other  premises  and  twenty-five  persons  were  treated  because 
of  verminous  infestation.  In  addition  houses  in  clearance  areas  were  inspected 
and  where  necessary  disinfested  prior  to  tenants'  removal  to  Corporation  houses* 

1  8* 


RODENT  CONTROL  - 


Two  whole-time  rodent  operatives  were  employed  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  carried  out  their  work  to  the  formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food*  A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  period 
is  appended* 


r~ - — 

1 

TYPE 

OF  PROPERTY 

I 

Non-Agricultural 

,  ■■■■■  -■■■■  • 

Local 

Dwelling 

houses 

All  other 
including 

T~ — T- ~ 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1  ) 

(2)  &  (3) 

Agri- 

cultur- 

Authority 

1  (Inc.  Coun 

Business 

al 

cil  housed 

Premises 

Number  of  properties  in 
District 

38 

1 4,667 

1,780 

1 6 ,483 

38 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

9 

290 

1  Ol 

400 

6 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

3 

31 

20 

76 

31 

visited  primarily  for 
sane  other  purpose) 

— 

_ 

1 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  —  including  reinspec¬ 
tions 

49 

1  ,112 

427 

1,588 

213 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect,  II ) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by 

(a)  Eats  i  ^or 

2 

- 

2 

4 

2 

7  (  Minor 

9 

194 

62 

265 

18 

[  KS 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

81 

42 

i  26 

Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Sect.  IV ) 

treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

14 

273 

1  06 

393 

13 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  —  including  re-treat¬ 
ments 

14 

285 

112 

411 

33 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 

Act 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Y/orks 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

(i.e.  Proofing) 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Number  of  ” Block”  control 

schemes  carried  out. 

8 

- . 

, ,  -r  6  difficulty  in  maintaining  an  efficient  rodent  control  service  in 

e  orcugh  has,  m  the  past,  been  that  of  overcoming  the  constant  variation 
?±  slack  periods*  This  problem  has  now,  to  a  large  extent,  been  elim¬ 

inated*  Lain  sewer  treatments  are  carried  out  systematically  throughout  the 
year  in  conjunction  with  surface  work.  It  has  also  been  decided  to  extend  the 
agricultural  contract  system,  taken  over  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
fisheries  &  Food,  to  industrial  premises.  Ten  farms  and  sixteen  factories  are 
now  under  contract  for  rodent  control.  Although  all  premises  in  the  Borough 
are  kept  under  supervision  either  as  a  result  of  calls  on  the  service  or  by 
survey  it  means  that  now  many  likely  sources  of  heavy  infestation  are  under 
continuous  control  and.  mere  than  half  of  the  work  of  rodent  operatives  is 
planned  in  advance. 
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HOUSING  .ACTS  1 936-57  - 


The  table  set  out  "below  shows  details  of  property  represented  for 
demolition  or  closure  during  i960. 


Number  of  houses  dealt  with 


Individual  houses 


Closure  i  Demolition 


17  Charlotte  Street 

1 

0 

69/79  Lugsdale  Road 

6 

■ 

VI  8  Pleasant  Street 

8 

26  Ann  Street 

1 

89  Lugsdale  Road 

1 

4  Travis  Street 

1 

i/ll  Pear  Street 

6 

38/5O  Dock:  Street 

7 

Cottage,  Ford  Farm,  Garnetts 

. 

Lane 

1 

1  &  3  Pitt-  Street 

2 

2  Brown  Street  ) 

2/70  &  3/9  Moss  Street  ) 

51 

12/26  &  l/5  Mary  Street  ) 

l/33  Wright  Street 

17 

1  8/64  Wright  Street 

24 , 

1/1 5  Violet  Street 

8 

j  3/57  Moss  Bank  Road 

28 

3  Farrant  Street 

1 

I  33  Davies  Street 

1 

3  William  Street 

1 

35  Wright  Street 

1 

76  \Yaterloo  Road 

1 

l/3l  &  35  Catherine  Street  ) 

l/48  Catherine  Street  ) 

«  ■ 

3/21 , 25/37  &  41/47  ) 

Charlotte  Street  ) 

118 

j  2/44  Charlotte  Street  ) 

1 

|  1/27  &  2/30  Caroline  Street) 

* 

27/3l  Suttans  lane  ) 

15  Ann  Street  ) 

9  &  11  Edward  Street 

2 

22,  24  &  26  Millfield  Road 

3 

j  The  Lilacs ,  Northern  Lane 

1 

•  2  YYest  Bank  Street 

1 

55 9  57 9  59,  61  Halton  View 

Road 

4 

• 

52  Ann  Street 

1 

20  Cliffe  Street 

1 

1  65,  67,  69,  71,  73  Church 

Street 

1  ' 

5 

TOTAL: 

1 

15 

. 15 . ... 

273 

It  will  be  observed  that  273  houses  in  1 0  clearance  areas  and  1  5  indivi¬ 
dual  unfit  houses  were  represented  for  demolition  and  1 5  for  closure  during 
1  960.  During  this  period  34  houses  were  demolished  and  8  houses  were  closed. 

New  house  construction  by  the  Local  Authority  during  1  960  was  given  as 
136  houses  and  5  flats. 


Clearance 

Areas 
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RENT  ACT  1957  - 

This  Act  came  into  effect  on  the  6th  June,  i  957,  and  the  following  table 
shows  some  details  of  work  carried  out  by  the  department  from  that  date  to  the 
end  of  1 960. 


June  1 957  to' 

Dec*  1  960 

r 1  . . .  •"  • 

i960 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  received 

472 

31 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  accepted 

465 

31 

Undertakings  accepted  (on  Form  K) 

273 

21 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 

113 

9 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  cancelled  upon  application 
Applications  for  Certificates  as  to  the  Remedying  of 

33 

2 

Defects  (on  Form  0):  by  Tenants 

5 

- 

by  Landlords 

2 

1 

Certificates  granted:  to  Tenants 

4 

to  Landlords 

. . . . . . - - -  ■   ,  X. . . . 

2 

1 

STO/lMING  BATHS  - 

The  swimming  bath  serving  the  Borough  is  old  and  totally  inadequate. 

It  is  owned  by  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Limited  and  loaned  to  the 
Corporation*, 

The  water  supply  is  deep  well  from  the  Widnes  Corporation  mains  and  is 
treated  with  chlorine  and  soda  and  alum*  It  is  changed  every  four  hours* 
Samples  of  the  water  are  taken  from  the  bath  at  regular  intervals  during  the 
season  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination*  The  results  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  were  satisfactory* 

At  the  time  of  writing  work  is  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  new 
swimming  baths* 

WATER  Sim  -  ; 


The  water  supply  of  the  area,  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality*  The  results  of  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis 
of  samples  of  the  water  taken  during  the  year  are  as  follows  i 


Bacteriological  examinations 

1 - ; - 

Chemical  analysis 

No. 

taken 

No*  sat¬ 
isfactory 

No*  unsat¬ 
isfactory 

No. 

taken 

No.  sat¬ 
isfactory 

jNo*  unsat¬ 
isfactory 

Of  the  Raw  Water 

21 0 

21  0 

- 

13 

13 

- 

Of  water  going 
into  supply  where 
treatment  is 
|  installed 

197 

197 

- 

9 

9 

- 

All  the  dwellinghouses  in  the  Borough  numbering  1 4,667  and  an  estimated 
population  of  5l  0  were  supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains* 

SEWERAGE  - 

An  investigation  into  the  whole  of  the  town’s  sewerage  system  is  at 
present  in  progress  and  the  consultants’  report  is  expected  towards  the  end 
of  1 96l  • 
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AIR  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Pollution  of  the  air  "by  smoke  from  industrial  premises  has  continued  to 
decrease  during  the  year,  hut  complaints  about  chemical  fume  and  odour  have 
arisen  from  time  to  time*  The  prompt  and  ready  co-operation  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Inspector  in  investigating  these  complaints  has  been  appreciated  by 
both  this  authority  and  the  complainants* 

Domestic  smoke  pollution  now  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the  pollution  of 
the  air  in  the  town*  However,  the  first  of  the  Council* s  Smoke  Control 
Orders  was  before  the  Minister  during  the  year  and  awaiting  his  decision. 

The  six  stations  within  the  Borough  for  the  recording  and  measurement 
of  pollution  continued  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  Prom  the  analyst’s 
report  on  these  stations  it  is  estimated  that  the  average  annual  deposit  for 
the  whole  of  the  Borough  for  i960  was  257*82  tons  per  square  mile*  This  is 
a  decrease  of  32*33  tons  on  the  figure  for  1959* 

Sulphur  in  the  atmosphere,  recorded  by  the  lead  dioxide  method  showed 
a  daily  average  from  six  stations  of  2.20  milligrammes  of  sulphur  trioxide 
per  1 00  square  cms*  of  surface  exposed.  This  is  a  decrease  of  0*1  0  milli¬ 
grammes  on  the  figure  for  1 959* 

Sulphur  dioxide  and  suspended  impurities  are  also  calculated  by  the 
volumetric  method  at  the  Health  Centre*  Sulphur  di03d.de  measured  by  this 
method  showed  a  daily  average  of  11  *59  parts  per  1  00  million  of  air,  and 
smoke  a  daily  average  of  22*56  milligrammes  per  1  00  cubic  metres* 

The  Department  has  continued  to  maintain  a  daily  record  of  meteorolo¬ 
gical  conditions  throughout  the  year* 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1  956  - 

(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas 

Further  surveys  were  carried  out  of  proposed  smoke  control  areas  during 
the  year.  No  Orders  were  submitted  to  the  Council  however,  as  confirmation 
of  the  first  Order  had  not  been  received  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was 
considered  preferable  to  defer  future  areas  until  experience  had  been  gained 
in  bringing  one  major  area  into  complete  operation* 

(b)  Industrial  Air  Pollution 

Observations  made  during  the  year  have  indicated  that  in  the  main, 
industry  has  taken  progressive  measures  to  reduce  its  pollution  of  the  atmos¬ 
phere  by  smoke.  As  in  the  past  co-operation  frcm  industrial  undertakings 
has  been  good. 
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MEASUREMENT  CF  DEPOSITED  MATTER  Y/ITH  THE  DEPOSIT  GAUGE 


The  amount  of  total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile,  and  the  average  rain¬ 
fall  during  i960  were  as  follows :- 


Month 

f 

i  Health 
j Centre 

•  . — 

Livery- 

pool 

Road 

Crow 

Wood 

Hosp. 

T~ 

Hale- 

bank 

Prom- 

worth 

r 

|  Shell 
Green 
Farm 

Average 

Rainfall 

(inches) 

January 

35.43 

27.78 

21 .43 

25.88 

26.81 

20.05 

4«4l 

February 

53.06 

28.1 6 

39.75 

44.08 

7.08 

31.99 

4*56 

March 

23.69 

1  2.74 

11 .42 

16.23 

11  .06 

14.60 

1.37 

April 

2i  .39 

10.34 

12.58 

14.18 

11  .81 

8.28 

1.38 

May 

33*92 

20.86 

18.78 

28.49 

19.06 

19*05 

2.23 

June 

41 

29.17 

24.88 

24.64 

20.78 

18.89 

2.38 

July 

25*30 

12.67 

12.51 

12.26 

20.64 

25.67 

3.44 

August 

24.71 

1 5  .51 

24.31 

12.84 

1 6.94 

22.22 

3.90 

September 

28*6i 

12.77 

19.53 

13.84 

1  8.85 

19.05 

3.46 

!  October 

29.72 

18.36 

14.94 

21.23 

1 4.40 

20.21 

3.74 

1  November 

29=45 

17.97 

16.61 

20.65 

28.24 

22.73 

5.14 

December 

1 

•  . 

33.06 

14.07 

1 3  *41 

18.62 

20.16 

20.09 

3.15 

;  Monthly 
Average 

31  *74 

18.37 

1 9.1 8  J 

_ _ t 

21.33  ; 

17.99 

20.24 

- 

3.26 

L  .  . 

MEASUREMENT  OP  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  Y/ITH  THE  LEAD  PEROXIDE  APPARATUS 


The  measurement  in  milligrams  of  SO3  per  day  per  1  00  square  centimetres 
of  lead  peroxide  during  i960  was  as  follows :- 


| 

Month 

1 

i 

Health 

Centre 

r 

Liver¬ 

pool 

Road 

Crow 

Y/ood 

Hosp. 

Hale- 

bank 

Fara- 

worth 

Shell 

Green 

Farm 

January 

2.36 

j 

2.82 

2.76 

2.72 

2.78 

2.73 

February 

2.78 

2.90 

2.97 

2.40 

2.45 

3.00 

March 

2.40 

2.65 

2.29 

2.71 

1.75 

2.52 

April 

1  .61 

3.03 

2.53 

2.15 

2.49 

1  .95 

May 

1.67 

2.61 

2.48 

1 .89 

1 .91 

2.09 

June 

1.04 

2.76 

2.38 

1 .47 

1 .89 

1.13 

July 

1  .1  0 

2.42 

2.33 

1  .08 

1 .81 

1  *44 

August 

1 .00 

1.90 

1.83 

1  .11 

1  .49 

1.37 

September 

1.39 

2.83 

1.95 

1  .78 

1 .62 

1.89 

October 

1 .59 

2.28 

2.02 

2.50 

1.93 

2.36 

November 

2.61 

2.66 

2.56 

1.87 

2.74 

2.73 

December 

2.60 

' 

2.53 

2.86 

2.42 

2.71 

2.58 

i  Monthly 
|  Average 

1  .8 

a.,  . 

i 

2.4 

[ 

2  7 

1 

2.1 

2.1 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 
POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1  955 


MILK  SUPPLY  - 

Since  January,  i  Widnes  has  formed  part  of  a  Specified  Area  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  3  Order,  1953*  This  means 
that  all  dealers  who  retail  milk  in  the  Borough  must  sell  their  milk  under  special 
designation. 

The  number  of  milk  dealers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
138.  There  were  1 37  dealers  licensed  for  the  distribution  of  sterilised  milk, 

32  for  the  distribution  of  pasteurised  milk  and  26  for  the  distribution  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk.  One  Pasteuriser*  s  Licence  and  one  Supplementary 
Pasteuriser’s  Licence  were  also  issued. 

Ninety-eighb  camples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  under  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests, 
and  three  samples  of  sterilised  milk  for  the  Turbidity  test.  These,  with  the 
exception  of  one  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  which  failed  under  the  Phosphatase 
test,  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Fifty-two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  two  informal  samples  contained  1  .1%  and  2.3$  extraneous 
water  respectively,  and  four  samples  were  slightly  deficient  of  solids  other 
than  milk  fat.  All  formal  milk  samples  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 

ICE  CREAM  - 

One  hundred  and  fifty-five  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream, 
and  its  manufacture  was  carried  on  by  one  Widnes  firm  during  the  year.  One 
hundred  and  seventy  four  inspections  of  premises  and  vehicles  were  made  and 
four  formal  notices  in  respect  of  contraventions  were  issued. 

Thirty-five  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
eighteen  of  which  were  placed  in  grade  1  ,  and  eleven  in  grade  2.  The  remaining 
samples  were  unsatisfactory,  four  were  grade  3,  and  two  were  grade  4«  Two 
ice  cream  samples  were  sent  for  analysis  and  v/ere  reported  to  be  genuine. 

OTHER  POODS  - 

Fifty-four  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  and 
found  to  be  genuine,  but  an  informal  sample  of  potato  crisps  was  reported  to 
contain  rancid  fat.  Bacteriological  sampling  was  carried  out  in  respect  of 
sixty  samples  of  American  Egg  Albumen  Powder ,  nine  of  which  contained  Salmonella 
Heidelberg  one  sample  contained  Salmonella  Heidelberg  &  Oranienberg  and  two 
Salmonella  Montevideo.  Certificates  were  issued  for  the  release  of  those 
packages  showing  a  negative  result. 

As  a  result  of  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  due  to  Salmonella  Heidelberg 
which  had  occurred  in  association  with  pork  pie  factories,  I  was  asked  by 
Dr.  N.  S.  Galbraith  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  to  co-operate  in 
his  investigations  to  the  extent  of  taking  samples  of  gelatine  from  a  factory 
ill  Widnes.  Sixty-four  samples  were  taken  with  negative  results.  Similar  co¬ 
operation  was  requested  and  given  involving  the  sampling  of  American  meal  - 
an  animal  feeding  product.  Five  samples  were  taken,  three  of  which  contained 

salmonella  strains. 

> 

Miscellaneous  items  of  foodstuff ,  as  follows,  were  the  subject  of 
complaints  to  this  department. 

1  2  Cellophane  paper  in  sausage  meat. 

2:  Chocolate  bar  in  discoloured  condition. 

3:  Chocolate  cream  roll  in  discoloured  condition. 

4:  Potato  crisps  in  unwholesome  condition. 

3:  Jar  of  lime  marmalade  containing  a  wasp. 

In  these  cases  representations  were  made  to  the  firms  concerned  or  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  local  authority  of  origin  of  the  product.  In  no 
case  was  legal  action  considered  to  be  necessary. 
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Nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  pounds  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were 
burnt  at  the  destructor  as  a  result  of  examination  and  condemnation  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  and  a  further  twenty- three  tons  of  food  from  the  American 
Air  Force  Base  at  Burtonwood  was  disposed  of  under  the  supervision  of  this 
department  at  the  Corpora.! ion  tip, 

INSPECTIONS  - 

During  the  year  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold  and  two 
hundred  and  six  inspections  of  street  trading  and  food  delivery  vehicles* 
Altogether  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  informal  and  fifty-two  formal  notices 
were  served.  Legal  action  as  follows  was  necessary  in  four  cases  which  were 
all  proved* 

One  prosecution  under  Sections  9(c),  22(2),  and  2b(l  )  resulted  in  fines 

totalling  £l  5 

Two  prosecutions  under  Section  9  resulted  in  fines  totalling  £2* 

One  prosecution  under  Section  33  resulting  in  a  fine  of  £3* 

UNSOUND  POOD  - 


The  following  unwholesome  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year:- 


1  POOD  1 

- — 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

— 

Pints 

Bets. 

Evaporated  Milk 

- - 1 

71 

«• 

Tinned  Pruit 

211 

5 

— 

— 

Tinned  Vegetables 

84 

3 

— 

- 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

25 

I3i 

- 

— 

Fresh  Tomatoes 

10 

— 

— 

Soup 

10 

12 

_ 

— 

Tinned  Crab 

I3i 

— 

— 

Tinned  Steak 

25 

~ 

- 

Corned  Beef 

i  3i 

13 

- 

- 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

40 

12 

— 

- 

Cooked  Ham 

67 

— 

- 

- 

Salad  Cream 

5 

— 

- 

Tongue 

13 

12 

- 

- 

Bailed  Beans 

28 

1 

- 

- 

Tinned  Salmon 

6 

5i 

- 

- 

Tinned  Pork  Shoulder 

29 

10 

- 

- 

Chuck  Steak 

68 

— 

— 

Tinned  Pilchards 

1 6 

15 

— 

Tinned  Chicken 

— 

I4i 

— 

— 

Chopped  Ham 

30 

14 

- 

- 

Lamb  Chops 

6i 

7 

- 

- 

Iambs  Liver 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Shoulder  Bacon 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Pork  Chops 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Dried  Milk  Powder 

44 

- 

— 

- 

Jam 

14 

1 5 

- 

- 

Spaghetti 

2 

5i 

- 

- 

Corned  Mutton 

24 

- 

— 

Mincemeat 

1 

— 

mm 

Pish  Fillets 

6l 

8 

- 

— 

Spinach 

8 

1.0 

- 

- 

Stoned  Dates 

■ - - -  - 

_ 

244 

27 


FOOD  SAMPLING 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  and  the  results  of  the  analysis# 


1 

Sample  of 

r*~ 

No#  of 
Samples 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Remarks 

Milk 

52 

50 

2 

Contained 
extraneous  -water 

Cream 

1 

- 

Beef  Sausage 

4 

4 

- 

Steakettes 

1 

1 

— 

Pork  Pies 

2 

2 

- 

Cut  Mixed  Peel 

2 

2 

- 

Cheese  Spread 

1 

1 

- 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

- 

Pork  Sausage 

9  | 

9 

- 

Cheese  Whiz 

1  ! 

1 

- 

Jam 

1 

- 

Meat  Roll 

1 

1 

- 

Cottage  Pie 

1 

- 

Lemon  Juice 

1 

I 

1 

- 

Lemonade 

i 

1 

1 

- 

Mincemeat 

1 

- 

Tomato  Catsup 

1 

1 

- 

Ground  Almonds 

2 

2 

Glace  Cherries 

1 

1 

Beef  Suet 

2 

2 

- 

Separated  Milk 

1 

1 

- 

Buttered  Cheese 

1 

1 

- 

Pickled  Onions 

1 

1 

- 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

- 

Potato  Crisps 

1 

1 

- 

Humanised  Milk  Food 

1 

1 

- 

Cornflour 

1 

1 

- 

Semolina 

1 

1 

- 

Cooling  Powders 

1 

1 

- 

Lemon  Barley  Water 

1 

1 

- 

Fresh  Cream  Cakes 

1 

1 

- 

Ice  Cream 

2 

2 

- 

Rum 

1 

1 

- 

Whisky 

2 

2 

- 

Orange  Crush 

1 

1 

- 

Butter 

2 

2  i 

- 

28. 


FACT  CRIES  ACT,  1  937 


1 .  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number,  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1 ,  2, 
3,  4  &  6  are  to  bo  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

3 

4 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

1  64 

27 

2 

- 

|  (iii)  Other  preraises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

10 

10 

| 

3 

- 

TOTAL 

i 

179 

41 

5  1 

- 

2,  CASES  IN  WHICH  REFECTS  WERE  FOUND  - 


No*  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

No*  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Referred 

which 

prosecu- 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

— 1 

To  H.  M. 
Inspector 

By  H*  M* 
Inspector 

tions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S„i  ) 

.. 

Over  crawling  (  S  •  2  ) 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S„3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (  S  .4) 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  ( S  *7 ) 

(  a  )  Insufficient 

2 

2 

„ 

rnm 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

...  • 

5 

3 

■  ■  ■  - - -  .  - .  i. 

- 

2 

- 

3.  OUTWORK  - 

During  the  year  notification  •was  received  of  one  outworker  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel* 


29. 
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